
SERMON NOTES 
		

“The Advantage of the Advocate” (John 15:26-16:15) 
 

Verse to Remember: “But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go 
away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send 
Him to you” (John 16:7). 
 
Scripture reference:  
- The Holy Spirit it describes as our Helper or Advocate (John 15:26), who Jesus said 
would be within his disciples (John 14:17).  
 
The Advocate’s role and our response: 
1. Testify  
- An important role of the Spirit is to testify. He guided Jesus’ disciples into all the truth 
(John 15:26-27; 16:13). The Spirit testified by teaching and bringing to remembrance 
all that Jesus had said to his disciples (John 14:25-26).  
- Note that the Holy Spirit did not use brainless typewriters to write Scripture. He used 
those who had been with Jesus from the beginning of his ministry so that they could 
be eye-witnesses who then boldly proclaimed the message even in the face of 
persecution and death. It is a good reason for us to trust the Bible. God uses both the 
natural and the supernatural to bring his truth to us.  
- We now have the Bible, which is the testimony of God to us. And we have with us 
the Holy Spirit who helps us understand the Bible. So, we have a great advantage of 
being able to have God with us at all times through his Word and Spirit.  
- We can also testify using Scripture as well as with what God has done in our lives.  
2. Convict  
- The Spirit is the one who convicts the World. We are to share the Word of God 
boldly and without apology, but it is the job of the Spirit to convict.  
- The Spirit convicts concerning sin (cf. John 3:18; 6:29; 8:24).  
- The Spirit convicts concerning righteousness (cf. John 7:23; Phil 3:8-9).  
- The Spirit convicts concerning judgment (cf. John 12:31-32).  
- The conviction of the Spirit is so important because it leaves people without excuse 
before God (cf. John 15:22-23), so that they can come to a repentance that leads to 
salvation (cf. John 9:41; Rev 3:19-20).  
- Our job is not to convict the World, but to share the Word with the world, and to be 
willing to be hated for it. And we should seek the conviction of the Spirit ourselves, so 
that we can grow more like Christ as we put off sin and put on righteousness.  
3. Glorify Jesus  
- The Spirit brings glory to Jesus by showing Jesus to us (cf. John 16:14).  
- Our job too is to bring glory to Jesus, to worship him with our lips, but also to bring 
him glory by spreading his Word in word and deed.   
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