SERMON NOTES
“Abiding in Christ” (John 15:1-11)

Verse to Remember: “Abide in Me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of
itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me” (John
15:4).

Jesus as the TRUE vine

- Several times in the Old Testament, God describes Israel as a vine, but
unfortunately one that is not producing good fruit and whose branches are taken away
and burned or wither and die (cf. Ezekiel 15:1-8; 17:6-10). But even in the midst of
that, there is hope for the future in the person of the Son of Man (Psalm 80). The Son
of Man, the Messiah of Israel, becomes the good vine that the nation had failed to be.
He is the true vine who would bring salvation to the world and ultimately restoration to
the nation of Israel and its people.

The fruitless branches

- Those branches that produce no fruit are completely removed and burned. Those
who don’t produce any fruit show themselves to not be disciples and to have not been
truly abiding in the vine (cf John 15:6, 8).

The fruitful branches

- The branches that produce fruit are the ones who abide in the vine. These are the
ones in Christ. All those who abide in Christ have eternal life and are without
condemnation and have the Holy Spirit abiding within them (cf. John 6:53-56; Rom
8:1; Phil 3:8-9; John 15:4; 1 John 4:13). Abiding in Christ brings fruit that is joyful for
the branch and glorifying to the Father (John 15:8, 11).

How to abide in Christ in 2026

1. Submit to pruning

- ALL branches that produce fruit are pruned (John 15:2).

- The Word of God helps prune us and helps us to walk as Jesus walked (John 15:3
cf. Heb 4:12; 1 John 2:6).

- Pruning redirects useless growth into fruitful growth. Where does God need to
redirect your actions from sinful habits to holy habits?

2. Submit our plans to Christ

- Itis impossible to produce fruit if you are not connected to the vine and it is
Impossible not to produce fruit if you are abiding in the vine. Whatever fruit there is
that will come from your life this year will come because you were abiding with Christ.
3. Submit prayer time to Christ

- If we are going to abide with him, we need to spend time with him. We need to abide
in his love. We need to glorify him through the fruit he produces within us.
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