SERMON NOTES
“Honor the king” (1 Peter 2:13-17)

Verse to Remember: “Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the
king.” (1 Peter 2:17).

To honor the king, we should:

1. Follow the laws of the land

- To understand why Peter is saying to honor the king, we should see what his
audience might have been tempted to do based on what he had already told them.
He called them a holy nation in the midst of the nations. And so, a response could
have been for them to think they were to be a separate nation in a civil sense from
the people around them - to follow their own laws. Or to follow no laws since they
were set free in Christ. But we were set free from sin, not to do whatever we want
(cf. Gal 5:13-14). And even though we are to “love the brotherhood” and have a
special relationship with our fellow ‘living stones’ who make up God'’s ‘spiritual
house,” we are to live as good citizens of the society where we reside and follow

the laws of the land.

- We should note that the governing authorities help to restrain evil and promote
good within a civil society.

- But what about when they don’t promote good, but rather demand that we violate
God’s will? Let's look at point number 2...

2. Fear God

- We honor the king but we fear God.

- God is the true Lawgiver and Judge, and so if there is a law or authority that
demands we violate our faith, we are to follow God and not the earthly authorities. We
see this in the book of Acts when believers keep preaching the gospel of Jesus even
when they are commanded to stop by the authorities (Acts 4:18-19; 5:18-21).

- This does not mean we dismiss all the laws or the system as a whole. In places
where the government is against Christians (like China), it is especially important that
if you are rightfully violating the anti-biblical parts of law (by gathering together as an
underground church for instance) that you behave especially beautifully according to
the rest of the laws that are not anti-biblical, so that they see that the impact of
Christians is actually positive and not negative on the society.

3. Honor the king

- Peter was led to write this command to “honor the king” when the earthly king was
Emperor Nero who persecuted Christians with intense ferocity. As Christians, we are
called to radical things at times. We can speak out against a governing authority who
is doing the wrong thing, and seek to make positive changes, but we are to give honor
to civil leaders and pray for them because this is what God has called us to do.

- We are doing it for the Lord’s sake and to silence those who might slander us.
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