SERMON NOTES

“Being a Spiritual House” (1 Peter 2:4-6)

Verses to Remember: “And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been
rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the sight of God, you also, as living
stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:4-5).

A Spiritual House - the Temple

- The picture of the Spiritual house brings to mind the tabernacle or the temple,
which was referred to as a house in the Old Testament (1 Kings 8:10-11). It was
called a house because it was a place of meeting, a place of presence, not just a
place of beauty, but a place to meet God (Exodus 25:8). Of course, God is far
bigger than to be contained in a house (2 Chronicles 2:5). It couldn’t contain him,
but nevertheless, it was a place to meet with God and pray to him (Matthew 21:13
cf. Is 56:7). Jesus in his conversation with the woman at the well in Samaria in
John chapter four indicated that the worship of God would not be centered in the
one place of the temple, but that the time was coming through him that true
worshippers would worship in spirit and truth. And true worshippers, we see here,
become the temple — the spiritual house ourselves.

How can we be an amazing spiritual house?

1. We need to be set on the Cornerstone.

- Jesus is God - the Cornerstone (1 Peter 2:4,7 cf. Psalm 118:22-27; Matt 21:42).
- What is a cornerstone? It is the first stone set for a foundation. It is large and
precisely cut and set. All other stone are lined up based on the cornerstone. If the
cornerstone is off, the building will be off. If the cornerstone crumbles, the building
crumbles.

- We need to get in line behind the cornerstone, who is Christ. We need to put our
faith and trust in him, not ourselves (Acts 4:10-12; Rom 9:30-33; Is 28:14-16).

- We need to align ourselves behind him and his Word (cf. 1 Peter 2:8).

2. A spiritual house needs living stones (1 Peter 2:5).

- We become living stones when we put our trust in Jesus and are born again to a
living hope (1 Peter 1:3).

- We become living stones when the Holy Spirit is within us (1 Cor 3:16).

- We all need to know and receive the gospel. This is crucial.

3. The living stones need to be stacked together.

- One stone does not a building make. We need to come together to collectively be
the temple of the Holy Spirit (Eph 2:19-21).

- We need to be in this together — using our gifts together.

- We are currently in the midst of a wave of new membership — join in!
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